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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is the final action on the merits. Claims 1-26 are pending in this 
application. 

Response to Arguments 

2. No arguments were received in the reply. 

Response to Amendment 

3. No amendments were received in the reply. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

4. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or 
composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent 
therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 

5. Claims 1-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Regarding Claims 1-8, the graphical user interface is not tangibly 
embodied in a manner so as to be executable. Further, it appears that applicant 
is attempting an abstract idea. It appears to be these claims are software per se. 
Therefore, these claims are rejected as being non-statutory. 
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Regarding Claims 9-12, 21-26, the language of the claims raise 
questions as to whether the claims are directed merely to an abstract idea that is 
not tied to a technological art, environment, or machine which would result in a 
practical application producing a concrete, useful, and tangible result to form the 
basis of statutory subject matter under 35 USC 1 01 . The claims do not state a 
platform or the hardware used to perform the claimed method. Therefore, no 
tangible result is produced and it appears as if the claims are directed to software 
per se. Therefore, these claims are rejected as being non-statutory. 

Regarding Claims 13-20, the system claimed by applicant is non 
statutory since it is not tangibly embodied in manner so as to be executable. 
There is no hardware claimed. It appears that these claims are directed to 
software per se. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

7. Claims 1-7, 13-16, 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by House et al., US 6,188,400 (Hereinafter, House). 
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Regarding Claim 1, House discloses, "a graphical user interface 
displayable in a content window of a Web browser for accessing an online 
software application". Specifically, FORM1 is displayed by the browser (House, 
col 6, In 63-64). 

House also discloses, "a button, the button programmed with a URL of a 
start page of the online software application, clicking on the button causes the 
start page of the online software application to be displayed in a display area". 
Specifically, when FORM1 is displayed by the browser 108 and when a 
command button applet is "pressed", the associated Java applet invokes a 
universal resource locator (URL) to communicate with the running instance of the 
application on the network server 110 (House, col 6, In 63-67). 

Regarding Claim 2, House also discloses, "the graphical user interface 
of claim 1 , wherein the graphical user interface includes the display area". 
Specifically, House discloses a browser and monitor (House, col 5, In 1-15). 

Regarding Claim 3, House also discloses, "the graphical user interface of 
claim 2, including a border enclosing the display area and wherein the button is 
located in the border". Specifically, a browser and a display have a border and 
the button disclosed in both of these is located inside the border (House, col 5, In 
1-15). 
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Regarding Claim 4, House also discloses, "the graphical user interface of 
claim 1, wherein the button is dynamically programmable by a user of the 
interface". Specifically, the button can be programmed by the user using the 
development environment (col 5, In 1-15). 

Regarding Claim 5, House also discloses, "the graphical user interface of 
claim 1, wherein the button is programmable by an administrator of the interface. 
Specifically, the button can be programmed by the user using the development 
environment (col 5, In 1-15). 

Regarding Claim 6, House discloses, "the graphical user interface of 
claim 1, wherein the display area is implemented using an HTML command 
selected from the group consisting of FRAME, FRAME, LAYER and I LAYER". 
Specifically, House discloses using HTML commands (House, col 9, In 15-35). 
These are well-known html commands. 

Regarding Claim 7, House discloses, "the graphical user interface of 
claim 1, wherein the button is implemented using representation means selected 
fro the group consisting of an HTML text link, an HTML image link and an HTML 
button". Specifically, House discloses using HTML commands (House, col 9, In 
15-35). These are well-known html commands. 
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Regarding Claim 13, House discloses, "a system comprising: means for 
creating one or more button means associated with one or more start pages of 
one or more online software applications". Specifically, the button can be 
programmed by the user using the development environment (col 5, In 1-15). 

House also discloses, "means for making available the button means via a 
Web page". Specifically, a FORM1 is displayed by the browser 108 (House, col 
6, In 63-67). 

House also discloses, "means for selecting one of the button means". 
Specifically, "a command button applet is "pressed"" (House, col 6, In 63-67). . 

House also discloses, "means for displaying the start page of the online 
software application associated with the selected button means in a display area 
in response to selection of the button means". Specifically, the associated Java 
applet invokes a universal resource locator (URL) to communicate with the 
running instance of the application on the network server 110(House, col 6, In 63- 
67). 

Regarding Claim 14, House also discloses, "The system of claim 13, 
including means for permitting a user to associate the one or more button means 
with the one or more online software applications". Specifically, the button can 
be programmed by the user using the development environment (col 5, In 1-15). 

Regarding Claim 15, House also discloses, "the system of claim 14, 
wherein said means for permitting is an online form". Specifically, the form used 
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in House can be used to control information between applets in the client 
browser and the network server (House, col 6, In 53-57). 

Regarding Claim 16, House also discloses, "the system of claim 13, 
including means for permitting an administrator to associate the one or more 
button means with the one or more online software applications". Specifically, 
the button can be programmed by the user using the development environment 
(col 5, In 1-15). 

Regarding Claim 20, House also discloses, "the system of claim 16, 
including a depressed button to show the currently selected online software 
application". Specifically, when a command button applet is "pressed" the 
associated java applet invokes a URL to communicate with application (House, 
col 6, In 63-67). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 
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9. Claims 8, 1 7-1 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over House et al., US 6,188,400 (Hereinafter, House) in view of 
Clark, Jr et al., US 5,699,244 (Hereinafter, Clark). 

Regarding Claim 8, House does not specifically disclose, "the graphical 
user interface of claim 1 , wherein the interface resembles a PDA and includes a 
plurality of the buttons to access a plurality of the online software applications". 
However Clark remedies this with the disclosure of a PDA GUI (Clark, col 25, In 
25-30). It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the two disclosures to add PDA GUI to the invention of 
Clark. The GUI interface for a PDA is well known and has been around as in 
Clark. It would be obvious to take this interface and place it on another platform 
such as a computer with an internet browser. The motivation to do so would be 
to allow operations data which may be conveniently input through the nested 
display arrangement (Clark, col 1 1 , In 15-20). 

Regarding Claim 17, House does not specifically disclose "the system of 
claim 13 wherein said means for displaying is a graphical user interface which 
resembles a PDA". However Clark remedies this with the disclosure of a PDA 
GUI (Clark, col 25, In 25-30). It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to combine the two disclosures to add PDA GUI to 
the invention of Clark. The GUI interface for a PDA is well known and has been 
around as in Clark. It would be obvious to take this interface and place it on 
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another platform such as a computer with an internet browser. The motivation to 
do so would be to allow operations data which may be conveniently input through 
the nested display arrangement (Clark, col 11, In 15-20). 

Regarding Claim 18, House does not specifically disclose, "the system of 
claim 17 including a branding graphic". Specifically, House discloses an image 
(col 9, In 25-30). House does not specifically disclose using a branding graphic. 
However, it would be obvious to include a branding graphic to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention. The motivation to do so would be to 
provide advertisement for the company offering the software application. 

Regarding Claim 19, House does not specifically discloses, "the system 
of claim 17, including display area maximization means". However, the ability to 
maximize and minimize a form is well known in the art and it would be obvious to 
someone of ordinary skill in the art to include this feature in House. The 
motivation to do so would be to provide a means to enlarge and shrink a window 
or form. 

1 0. Claims 9-1 2, 21 -26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over House et al., US 6,188,400 (Hereinafter, House) in view of 
Anupam et al., US 6,41 1 ,989 (Hereinafter, Anupam). 
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Regarding Claim 9, House discloses, "a method for interaction between a 
Web browser on a first computer and an online software application on a second 
computer, initiating an application on the first computer to open a graphical user 
interface in the content window of the Web browser, the interface including a 
button, the button programmed with a URL of a start page of the online software 
application". Specifically, when FORM1 is displayed by the browser 108 and 
when a command button applet is "pressed", the associated Java applet invokes 
a universal resource locator (URL) to communicate with the running instance of 
the application on the network server 110 (House, col 6, In 63-67). 

House does not specifically discloses, "accessing the start page using the 
button, thereby causing the start page to be displayed in a display area to permit 
interaction with the online software application". However Anupam remedies this 
with the disclosure of manager 104 causes a "home page" to be displayed on U- 
1 (Anupam, col 3, In 9-1 2). It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to combine these two references to display a home 
page to greet a user. The motivation to combine the two references would be to 
greet the user, and describe the service provided by system (Anupam, col 3, In 9- 
12). 

Regarding Claim 10, House also discloses, "the method of claim 9, 
including accessing a second start page of a second online software application 
by using a second button programmed with the URL address for the second 
start page and thereby causing the second start page to be displayed in the 
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display area". Specifically, House discloses one or more application scripts 118 
retrieved from an APP file 120 stored on a data storage device 112 (House, col 
4, In 25-30). 

Regarding Claim 11, House discloses, "a method of accessing an online 
software application under control of a server system, displaying in a Web 
browser, a button programmed with a URL of a start page of the online software 
application, sending a request to the server system to access the start page of 
the software application in response to selection of the button". Specifically, 
when FORM1 is displayed by the browser 108 and when a command button 
applet is "pressed", the associated Java applet invokes a universal resource 
locator (URL) to communicate with the running instance of the application on the 
network server 110 (House, col 6, In 63-67). 

House does not specifically disclose, "displaying the requested start page 
in a display area". However Anupam remedies this with the disclosure of 
manager 104 causes a "home page" to be displayed on U-1 (Anupam, col 3, In 9- 
1 2). It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine these two references to display a home page to greet a 
user. The motivation to combine the two references would be to greet the user, 
and describe the service provided by system (Anupam, col 3, In 9-12). 

Regarding Claim 12, House also discloses, "the method of claim 1 1 , 
including the steps of transmitting, using the Web browser, a request to the 
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server system to associate the start page of the online software application with 
the button". Specifically, The information that must flow from the Java applet to 
the network server 110 includes: the application name he name of the control 
causing the event, e.g., COMMAND_BUTTON1 506, the event, e.g., ButtonClick, 
the form on which the event occurred, e.g., FORM1 (House, col 7, In 10-15). 

House also discloses, "receiving permission from the server system to 
associate the start page with the button". Specifically, an identification of the 
application instance (or null) can be either via authentication, where an 
authenticated user identifies uniquely the application instance (House, col 7, In 1 - 
10). 

House also discloses, "associating the start page of the application with 
the button". Specifically, the information that must flow from the Java applet to 
the network server 110 includes: the application name he name of the control 
causing the event, e.g., COMMAND_BUTTON1 506, the event, e.g., ButtonClick, 
the form on which the event occurred, e.g., FORM1 (House, col 7, In 10-15). 

Regarding Claim 21, House discloses, "a method of associating an online 
software application with a graphical user interface displayable in a content 
window of a Web browser, the graphical user interface comprising a button 
associable with a URL for a start page of the online software application whereby 
selecting the button causes the online software application to be displayed in a 
display area, the method comprising the steps of: locating an instance of a first 
said online software application using the Web browser". Specifically, when 



Application/Control Number: 10/523,255 Page 
Art Unit: 2175 

FORM1 is displayed by the browser 108 and when a command button applet is 
"pressed", the associated Java applet invokes a universal resource locator (URL) 
to communicate with the running instance of the application on the network 
server 110 (House, col 6, In 63-67). 

House does not specifically also disclose, "causing the button to be 
associated with the URL of the start page of the instance of the first said online 
software application". However, Anupam remedies this with the disclosure of 
manager 104 causes a "home page" to be displayed on U-1 (Anupam, col 3, In 9- 
1 2). It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine these two references to display a home page to greet a 
user. The motivation to combine the two references would be to greet the user, 
and describe the service provided by system (Anupam, col 3, In 9-12). 

Regarding Claim 22, House also discloses, "the method of claim 21 , 
comprising the additional steps of: locating an instance of a second said online 
software application using the Web browser". Specifically, the form in House can 
be programmed to access multiple applications with multiple buttons(House, col 
6, In 63-67). 

House discloses, "finalizing and deleting the instance of the first said 
online software application". However, House does disclose transmitting the 
output data from the network server to the browser of the first applet. This 
finishes the process of the first online software application and the user can 



Application/Control Number: 10/523,255 Page 
Art Unit: 2175 

display the data or it can be used to execute an applet in the browser (House, col 
8, In 5-10). 

House does not specifically disclose, "causing the button to be associated 
with the URL of the start page of the instance of the second said online software 
application". However, Anupam remedies this with the disclosure of manager 
104 causes a "home page" to be displayed on U-1 (Anupam, col 3, In 9-12). The 
user in Anupam can access multiple online applications (Anupam, col 4, In 10- 
20). It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine these two references to display a home page to greet a 
user. The motivation to combine the two references would be to greet the user, 
and describe the service provided by system (Anupam, col 3, In 9-12). 

Regarding Claim 23, House also discloses, "the method of claim 21 , 
including the additional step of first causing the creation of a new instance of the 
first said online software application". Specifically, when FORM1 is displayed by 
the browser 108 and when a command button applet is "pressed", the associated 
Java applet invokes a universal resource locator (URL) to communicate with the 
running instance of the application on the network server 110 (House, col 6, In 
63-67). Multiple forms can be created in House. 

Regarding Claim 24, House also discloses, "the method of claim 21 , 
wherein the step of causing the button to be associated with the URL of the start 
page of the instance of the first said online software application is accomplished 
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by means of an online form". Specifically, House discloses an online form 
(House, col 6, In 53-62). 

Regarding Claim 25, House also discloses, "the method of claim 23, 
wherein the steps of causing the creation of a new instance of the first said online 
software application and causing the button to be associated with the URL of the 
start page of the new instance of the first said online software application are 
accomplished by means of an online form". Specifically, House discloses an 
online form (House, col 6, In 53-62). 

Regarding Claim 26, House also discloses, "the method of claim 22, 
wherein the steps of finalizing and deleting the instance of the first said online 
software application and causing the button to be associated with the URL of the 
start page of the instance of the second said online software application are 
accomplished by means of an online form". Specifically, House discloses an 
online form (House, col 6, In 53-62). 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of 
time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
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action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will 
the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to ASHRAF ZAHR whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1973. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:30 am - 6 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, William Bashore can be reached on (571)272-4088. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
7/7/2008 - AAZ 



/William L. Bashore/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2175 



